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	 Proponents	 Opponents	 Proponents	 Opponents
I. Denials—“Not guilty”	 36.6	 41.8	 12.8	 21.1
	 A.	“We	didn’t	do	it”	
	 	 	 —Denial	that	the	event	occurred	 26.1*	 2.5	 0.0	 0.0
	 B.	“We’re	not	like	that”	
	 	 	 —Denial	that	the	state	is	racist	 16.9*	 41.8	 12.8	 21.1
II. Justifications—“What’s all the fuss about?”	 18.3*	 70.9	 9.3*	 37.9
	 A.	“It’s	really	not	so	bad”	
	 	 	 —Minimization	of	negativity	 1.4*	 13.9	 4.7*	 30.5	
	 B.	“We	had	a	good	reason	for	doing	it”	
	 	 	 —Justification	through	other	goals	 12.7*	 55.7	 3.5	 5.3
	 C.	“Everybody	does	it”—Justification		
	 	 	 through	comparison	 5.6	 6.3	 1.2	 2.1
III. Excuses—“It’s not our fault”	 43.0	 34.2	 41.9	 48.4
	 A.	“We	didn’t	know	what	we		
	 	 	 were	doing”—Unforeseen	circumstances		
	 	 	 or	unexpectedly	poor	effort	 10.6*	 1.3	 0.0	 0.0
	 B.	“We	couldn’t	help	it”—Extenuating		
	 	 	 circumstances	 39.5	 32.9	 58.1*	 37.9
	 	 	 	 1.	“It’s	their	fault”—Scapegoating	 11.3*	 0.0	 30.2	 33.7
	 	 	 	 2.	“The	devil	made	us	do	it”	
	 	 	 	 	 —External	provocation	 28.2	 32.9	 23.3*	 4.2
	 	 	 	 3.	“You	can’t	beat	something		
	 	 	 	 	 with	nothing”—Absence	of	a	viable		
	 	 	 	 	 alternative	 0.0	 0.0	 4.7	 0.0
IV. Confessions—“Guilty as charged”	 34.5*	 0.0	 59.3*	 3.2
N	 142	 79	 86	 95
Note:	*p<.05	in	a	z-test	of	the	within-state	difference	of	proportions	between	proponents	and	opponents.
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